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PREFACE

Ix writing this preface, I am tempted to refer to a few reminis-
cences of my visit to Baroda in 1909—an incident which has
much to do with my undertaking to edit this work for Gaekwad’s
Oriental Series. I was invited to visit Baroda by H. H. the
Gaekwad through H. H. the Mabarajah of Mysore in whose
Government I was then serving as Curator, Government
Oriental Library, Mysore, and Superintendent of studies in
Maharajah’s Samskrit College, Mysore. The invitation was
the direct outcome of my presentation to His Highness the
Gaekwar of my pamphlets on questions of social reform such
as marriage and caste. During my seven weeks’ stay at Baroda
1 discussed, in His Highness’ presence, the questions of caste
reform with Baroda Pandits and delivered public lectures on
the same. I was greatly struck with His Highness’ keen person-
al interest in the subjects discussed and his encouragement in
our private talks of free expression of my considered opinions.
His appreciation of the value of our ancient learning has since
materialised in the addition of the Samskrit Section to the
Central Library, which as the result of the labvur of my friend
Pandit R. Anantakrishna Sastri bids fair to be one of the best
collections in India. His Highness’ kind remembrance of me
was evinced on several subsequent occasions; and when I
retired from Mysore Government service in 1916 I was invited
by His Highness to take charge of the Samskrit Section of the
Library. But as I had, on the invitation of the President of the
Theosophical Society, already settled as the Director of the
Adyar Library at the Headquarters of the Theosophical Society,
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I could not accept His Highness’ kind offer. But I have
all along felt that Baroda and His Highness have a claim on my
services, so that when I was invited to take some share in the
editorial work in connection with the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series
I could not peremptorily decline, though T had then on my
hands as much work as I had time to do. At first T was asked
to edit Parasurima-Kalpa-Satra and Nityotsava-Paddhati, for
which presumably I was held qualified because I had edited
already Shri Shankarachirya’s Saundarya-Lahari with Lakshmi-
dhara’s Commentary published in the Mysore Government
Oriental Library Series.

About five years have elapsed between my promise to
edit this work and its performance; and this delay requires
some explanation. It was in the latter part of 1917 that at
the request of my friend Pandit R. Anantakrishna Sastri of the
Baroda Central Library, I undertook to edit Parasurima-Kalpa-
Sitra and Nityotsava for the Gaekwad’s Oriental Series. I had,
however, soon after to regretfully give it up owing to some
pressing work I then had in hand. Thereupon Sir John
Woodroffe who had for several years been making a special
study of the subject was approached as one qualified for the
work; but, as he was just then going on leave to Europe, he
could only promise to take up the work after his return to
India.

The work was again pressed on me and accepted. There was
some delay even after this. I could not at once proceed with the
edition of the Sttra as no good edition of the Sttra could be pre-
pared with the materials then available. These consisted of a few
indifferent manuscript copies of the Sitra which showed much
divergence and two complete and a few fragmentary copies of
Nityotsava. This latter again is a Paddhati based on the Sitra,
but not a succinet gloss or commentary of the Satra. By good
chance, however, I soon got a copy of Ramesvara’s Vritti on the
Sitra, which was so full and informing that it was found worth
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while publishing it along with the Sitra. But this copy of the
Vritti was far from correct, so that other copies were searched for;
and a continued search of two years was crowned with the
discovery of other manuscript copies, a careful collation of which
enabled me to prepare a satisfactory edition of the Sttra and
Vritti. - By the time the Sitra with Vritti was edited, the
edition of Nityotsava became an easy affair; and good copies
also of the latter have been secured in the meanwhile.

This edition of the Parasurama-Kalpa-Sitra with Vritti is
based on the following manuscripts :

1. The copy belonging to the Adyar Library transcribed
in Devanagari from a Telugu manuscript copy belonging to late
Mr. Jagga Rao of Vizagapatam. This is cited as @1

2. The copy mentioned above was sent to Baroda for
collation with the excellent MS. copy belonging to Pandit
Dhanvantram of Karnali. The noteworthy readings of this
copy were noted in the Adyar copy, and they are cited as those
of &. For the marking of the variants I am indebted to the
kind services of Mr. G. K. Srigondekar, M.A., Samskrit Librarian,
Baroda Central Library, who worked at it assiduously for eight
hours a day.

8. A complete Devanagari copy belonging to the Baroda
Library containing 802 leaves. This copy was found to be
fairly good giving correct readings where other copies were
found faulty. This is cited as @ 3.

4, A copy in grantha character in three volumes made
from a manuscript deposited in the Madras Government Oriental
MSS. Library. The owner of this transeript Mr. M. V. Sreeni-
vasa Iyer of Triplicane (Madras) collated it with another MS.
copy and has noted in it variations from that other copy; and
his copy is thus equivalent to two distinct copies of the work.
This transcript is cited as =f.

5. Portions of a copy of Ramesvara-Vritti was got from
the Benares Government Samskrit College Library for collation.

-
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But by the side of the others this copy was found superfluous
and it did not offer correct readings where there were any
doubts. It is referred to as 7 =.

There were besides many copies of the mere text of the
Kalpa-Sutra available for collation of the Sttra. But, as their
various readings are represented by the copies of the Vritti,
it was not found necessary to note any variations in their read-
ings. As to the copies of the Vritti used for this edition, none of
them is quite correct, but, fortunately, owing to the variety in
the copies and collations secured, no difficulty has been found in
determining the correct text.

While the work was in progress Mr. R. Anantakrishna
Sastri sent me a manuscript conbaining what purports to be an
extension to the Sutra by eight Khandas from 11th to 18th.
This portion is printed as an appendix at the end. It does not
seem to be a genuine portion of the Sitra. Ramesvara’s Vritti
closes with the tenth Khanda and regards it as the concluding

“portion. The manuscupt is very incorrect, and in some places

the meaning is quite unintelligible. This portion is added
simply to show that there is such an alleged extension of
the Sitra.

The Kalpa-Siitra is a digest of Sri-Vidya, a system of
Divine Mother’s worship compiled by one Parasurama from the
several systems of the same which prevailed in his day. This,
however, is only one of the many forms now in vogue, though
it is tersest and perhaps the best arranged one of them all. It
seems very hard to make out in what sense the author can be
identified with Parasurima of the Ramayana as is done in the
colophons cf the several sections of the Satra.

The commentary on the Sutra is of a recent age, hardly
more than a hundred years old. The work is said to have been
written in 1753 of the Saka era which corresponds to 1831 4.p.
Without this commentary it would not be easy to make out the
meaning of the Sitra, especially for those who are not quite
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familiar with the technicalities of the cult. The commentator
traverses many points of doctrine and practice as stated in
the Nityotsava of Umanandanitha, remarking more than once
that the latter does not rightly understand the meaning of the
Sttra, and that being unlearned in the principles of Mimamsa
(the science of exegesis) he embodies in his system many things
a0t warranted by the authority of the Sitra which he professes
50 follow closely. Both of them, however, acknowledge their
illegiance to the authority of Bhaskara-raya, Umanandanatha
1aving been his direct pupil, while Ramesvara was his pupil’s
yupil.

Later on, another scholar named Lakshmana Ranade
shought that both the writers mentioned above failed to grasp
‘he true meaning of the Sitra and wrote in 1888 A.D. a
sommentary of his own. In this work he quotes a passage from
I'ripurirahasya showing ﬂle origin ¢ “of the Parasura,ma Kalpa-
:utra It runs as follows :

(w1 afa gafe:]

A3} shecrrem BT fEaEeEs |
el qfear =% frgQarfagsf: o9 0
HERREEE TegdISyE giar |

spefie at STwEES: et maeEE 1l R
TR qegMT as F TR |

qea ggonT wF: ey RrerEE 0 0
ey gaetTe & qERIcEUSaitea |
FElaemEraEd gEaTse | ¥
st dfgat Arfd qeaRTgEma: |

gaystre Gfgamar: gRifwarcRmswEa 1 Y
TeYq: VIHEH g 3 aqd SrRdaH )
dfeqide G@dcas gAYRIEEH N &
gfaraaa: ax Gudid 7T g |
TETHGATRTCARNT GO FAH N v ||
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Lakshmana himself paraphrases this passage with a few
additions of his own in the following terms.

“In the Upasani-Kanda of the Veda the Upasana or the
contemplative worship is treated of in all its details. These
details were compiled by Siva in six classes of works known as
Agama, Raha,sya, Sambhita,” Ydma]a, ‘Arnava and Tantra, each
class being devoted to a distinet Devata or form of the Supreme.
Bhargava Riama, son of J amadagni, saw them too vast and asked
his revered master, Blessed Dattatreya who combined the
Trinity in Himself, to abridge the system. Accordingly, seeing
that the Upasana of Tripurd was the highest of all forms of
worship and that its effect included the effects of all other forms
of worship, composed Datta-Samhita comprising eighteen
thousand verses, in which the worship of Tripura was laid down
in all its details in a succinct form. From Him Bhirgava Rama
learnt the Samhita. But, finding that it was still ‘too vast in
extent and that its meaning was still too deep for the average
devotee to understand, Rama abridged the system still further
and presented it in an intelligible form. This abridgment

. contained six thousand Sitras in fifty Khandas or sections.

Rama’s pupil, again, Sumedha of the Harita fdmlly who studied
this Satra from his master, found the work almost as vast as
Datta-Samhitd, and so made an abridgment of the Samhita
and Sutrd, in the shape of another work of Sitras, taking the
form of a dialogue between Datta and Rima. It is this abridg-
ment that has come down to us as the Parasurima-Kalpa-
Sitra comprising ten Khandas. Though the work is not
apparently in the form of a dialogue, still, it may be inferred
from the concluding passage of the work that it is a dialogue
between the master and his pupil.”

Lakshmana then proceeds to show the necessity for his
own work :

“ Finding this Sitra too deep in its meaning for ordinary
students to understand, Umanandanatha, a disciple of the
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Blessed Bhiskararaya, composed in 1775 .p. the work Nityotsava
laying down clearly and methodically the system of worship
taught in the Satra. A later scholar, Ramesvara Sastri, a dis-
ciple of a disciple (prasishya) of Sri Bhaskararaya, thought
that Nityotsava failed to represent the Sutra’s true meaning
and wrote in 1831 A.p. a succinct gloss (Vriti) of the Sutra, by
name Saubhigya-sudhodaya. This latter work too failing to
bring out the true meaning of the Satra, I proceed to write this
commentary, Suta a- tattm-mmarszm, to explain the true meaning
of the Sutra.” = T
Of course these commentators try to show, by applying
exegetic rules to the interpretation of the texts, that their own
conclusions are correct. It is, however, of little practical use to
enter into the merits of these contentions, especially in these
matters of transcendental nature, in which tradition, as handed
down from masters to pupils, should govern the actual practice.
The same texts may be easily interpreted so as to support
conflicting views.
A. MAHADEVA SASTRI
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